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SUBJECT: IMCO ASSEMBLY - COUNCIL PRESIDENCY 
REF: STATE 194990 

WE HAVE DISCUSSED EDWARDS CANDIDACY WITH BRIGSTOCKE 
(UNDER SECRETARY SHIPPING POLICY, DTI) AND DUDGEON 
(HEAD, MARINE AND TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT, FCO), NEITHER 
OF WHOM SEEMED VERY WELL INFORMED CONCERNING PROCEDURAL 
REQUIREMENT TO ELECT NEW COUNCIL PRESIDENT AT 
NOVEMBER IMCO ASSEMBLY. WE FOLLOWED UP WITH CALL ON 
HITCH (DEPUTY HEAD, MARINE AND TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT, 

FCO) AT WHICH WE LEFT AIDE MEMOIRE (POUCHED). WE 
HAVE ALSO INFORMED IMCO SYG GOAD OF OUR INTENTION TO 
SPONSOR EDWARDS CANDIDACY. 

2. THUS FAR, UK OFFICIALS HAVE BEEN GUARDED IN THEIR 
REACTIONS TO OUR APPROACH. WE ARE INCLINED ATTRIBUTE 
THIS EITHER TO UNFAMILIARITY WITH IMCO PROCEDURAL RE- 
QUIREMENTS OR, IN CASE OF HITCH WHO ONLY TWO WEEKS IN 
PRESENT ASSIGNMENT, INEXPERIENCE IN JOB. WE WOULD BE 
VERY SURPRISED IF UK DOES NOT, AFTER INTERNAL 
CONSULTATION, AGREE TO EXPRESS SUPPORT FOR EDWARD'S 
CANDIDACY. 
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